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Prof. Dr. Jonas Rose

Director of the Program
jonas.rose@rub.de
GA 04/48

Office Hours:
on appointment

Beate Krauß

Program Coordinator & Student Consultant
cogsci-info@rub.de
GA 04/47

Office Hours:
Monday – Friday 9 am – 3 pm 
and on appointment
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General Information



Questions? Take a look at our homepage:

https://philosophy-cognition.com/mcs/



Examination Office Psychology

Your program is part of the Faculty of psychology and under the
responsibility of the corresponding examination office!

Faculty of Psychology
• Head of the examination office: Ms. Maidi Wigchers & Ms. Inga Beeck
• Master programs: Ms. Petra Lazer

Room: IB 4/135 
Tel: +49 234 32 22679/28679
Email: psy-pr-amt@ruhr-uni-bochum.de

• Link: https://www.psy.ruhr-uni-bochum.de/psy/studium/pruefungsamt.html.en



Examination Rules

You are legally obligated to familiarize yourself with the 
examination rules of your program.

German version:
https://www.psy.ruhr-uni-
bochum.de/psy/studium/pruefungsordnungen.html.de

→ new examination rules for 2025 will be published

Legally 
Binding!



MSc Cognitive Science Homepage

https://philosophy-cognition.com/mcs/

❖ Course guide
❖ Templates
❖ Practical information
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Talks and Workshops

❖ Students participate in talks, workshops, summer or spring 

schools. In person.

❖ You should participate in 10 talks (7 in the first year)

❖One workshop counts as two talks

❖ Summer or spring schools count as three talks
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How to get information
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1. Check the relevant websites
2. Check your examination rules
3. Check your emails
4. Ask other students
5. Contact cogsci-info@rub.de



Contact us

❖ Use your RUB email address 

❖ Use a meaningful reference (e.g. ‚MCS Module 
Completion/Appointment Needed‘) 

❖ Make sure your response is above the original email, 
not below 

❖ Attach all relevant documents
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Websites to consult
Registrar’s Office

https://studium.ruhr-uni-bochum.de/en/registrars-office

International Office

https://international.ruhr-uni-bochum.de/en

Center for Mind and Cognition (CMC)

https://philosophy-cognition.com/cmc/
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Student representation
Cognitive Science Representatives

Student council (Fachschaftsrat) Psychology

AStA (general student committee) 



Support
Equal Opportunities Office

https://www.psy.ruhr-uni-bochum.de/psy/fakultaet/gleichstellung.html.en

RUB Anti-Discrimination Office

https://einrichtungen.ruhr-uni-bochum.de/en/rub-anti-discrimination-office

Psychological Counselling Service

https://studium.ruhr-uni-bochum.de/en/psychological-student-counseling

AStA Overview

https://asta-bochum.de/links/links-anlauf-beratungsstellen-im-ueberblick/
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CogSci Representatives



https://www.ruhr-uni-bochum.de/anreise/download/campusplan-en.pdf



https://www.ruhr-uni-bochum.de/anreise/download/campusplan-en.pdf



16

Master Program



Studying Cognitive Science

4 semesters with 30 CP each:
(30 hours of work give you 1 CP)

❖Semester 1 to 3: 90 CP for course work
❖Semester 4: 30 CP for master thesis
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Studying Cognitive Science

1. Introduction
2. Basic Methods
3. Core
4. Focus
5. Research
6. Free Choice
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German Courses
• Max. 15 CP 



Studying Cognitive Science

19

Core and Focus are organized into 3 pillars :

❖Mind and Language (ML) 
Prof. Albert Newen 

❖Brain and Behavior (BB)
Prof. Jonas Rose

❖Computation and Artificial Intelligence (CA)
Prof. Robert Schmidt





First Semester

Introduction
• Introduction into Cognitive Science

→ Seminar & lecture are obligatory for all
students

• Soft Skill
→ Onboarding for International Students
→ Essay Writing Course



First Semester

1. Introduction

Basic Methods
→ depending on your study background: 

      3 modules 
      or 2 modules + additional Choice Module 



Second Semester

Core
Core Modules:
• Mind & Language
• Brain & Behavior
• Computation & Artificial Intelligence

→ All students complete 9 CP 
in each of the 3 Core Modules



Third Semester
Focus
Focus Modules:
• Mind & Language
• Brain & Behavior
• Computation & Artificial Intelligence

→ All students complete 9 CP 
in 2 of the 3 Focus Modules



Third Semester
Research
Research Module
• Internship(s)
• Colloquia
• Participation in Talks
• Master thesis proposal



Fourth Semester

Research
Master Thesis



Studying Cognitive Science
In the second semester (already ☺)
❖Think about the general area of your thesis
❖Choose your focus, courses and talks accordingly
❖Plan your internship and get in touch with the lab

In the third semester
❖Be in touch with the supervisor of your thesis and 

agree on a topic

27



Module Grade

Many modules consist of graded and ungraded classes.

You need at least one graded course in each module.

If you have received a grade in multiple courses of one
module, only one of these grades will be the module grade.

Additional courses that exceed the 120 CP of the program
do not contribute to your final grade.
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Module Grade
Which course contributes the module grade? (order is priority)

1. If the module contains a graded 6CP course, its grade is the module grade.

2. If the module contains a lecture, its grade is the module grade.

3. If the module contains multiple lectures, the best grade is selected. 

4. If the module contains only seminars, practical courses or colloquia, the 
best grade is selected. 

All course grades, regardless if they contribute to a module, will appear in the 
transcript of records. 
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German Grading System
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1.0

1.3

1.7

2.0
…

4.0

5.0 Failing any class 3 times leads to exmatriculation !



Course Attendance

Starting with summer term 2019-2020 all courses (except
lectures) require compulsory attendance: You must be present at
all sessions scheduled for the respective course.

Discuss the details with the respective lecturer, rule of thumb:
Missing more than 2 sessions can be too many. There is a
possibility that the course will be failed.
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Registration

In your first semester, the instructors can register you.

From the second semester onwards, you have to register
yourself via eCampus. (Some courses will not be available for registration on eCampus.)

Technical problems? Contact eCampus helpdesk:
helpdesk-ecampus@ruhr-uni-bochum.de



Internship 6 CP ungraded

❖We allow different compositions
❖ [6 CP int.] OR [3 CP int. + 3 CP int.] OR [3 CP int. + 3 CP colloq.]
❖ Research seminar in philosophy = Internship

❖We recommend 6 CP in the lab which you choose for your
Master thesis.

❖ Internships can be done at RUB, a German or foreign university
or a company

❖ You must use the internship contract that you can download on
our homepage.
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Studying abroad

❖ Many options for funding
https://international.ruhr-uni-bochum.de/en/going-abroad-bochum-world

❖ Contact the international office and Beate if you are 
interested in studying abroad

❖ Reports of CogSci students
       https://philosophy-cognition.com/mcs/going-abroad/

https://international.ruhr-uni-bochum.de/en/going-abroad-bochum-world
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Final Advice

Final Advice
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Stabsstelle Arbeitssicherheit und Umweltschutz / Occupational Safety and Environment Protection Unit

 

Safety measures at Ruhr-Universität Bochum

Information on how to deal 
with emergencies

SHORT INTRODUCTION for students
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Escape and Rescue Routes, Emergency Exits

▪ Circulation areas (e.g. walkways) as well as escape and rescue 
routes may not be restricted and must be kept clear at all 
times. 
▪ Never store objects / items here (not even temporarily!)

▪ Keep smoke / fire control doors and emergency exits closed 
but not locked.
▪ They must be easy to open from the inside at any time 

without tools.

▪ Do not leave smoke / fire control doors open / wedged open.

▪ Emergency exits, escape and rescue routes shall be visibly and 
permanently marked.

Stabsstelle Arbeitssicherheit und Umweltschutz / Occupational Safety and Environment Protection Unit

 

SHORT INTRODUCTION for students
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Escape and Rescue Routes

SHORT INTRODUCTION for students

Stabsstelle Arbeitssicherheit und Umweltschutz / Occupational Safety and Environment Protection Unit

Example: Evacuation Plan

• Where can you find these 

plans? 

➢ e.g. in corridors and 

lift/elevator lobbies
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RUB Control Room „Leitwarte“ (for emergencies on RUB Campus)

• Telephone number for the RUB Control Room 0234/32-23333* 

• Telephone number  23333 (from an internal RUB phone)

* Please store this number in your mobile phone!!!

The RUB Control Room starts the rescue chain. The RUB Control Room staff 
informs the according emergency services (fire service/ambulance and/or 
police) and ensures that the emergency service(s) arrive at the scene as quickly 
as possible. Depending on the emergency, the RUB Control Room staff will also 
send company paramedics to the scene. The RUB Control Room is available 
around the clock every day.

Attention: The telephone number can differ for RUB facilities which are off 
Campus. Please enquire about the correct telephone number to start the 
rescue chain at your location!

Starting the rescue chain at RUB

Stabsstelle Arbeitssicherheit und Umweltschutz / Occupational Safety and Environment Protection Unit

SHORT INTRODUCTION for students
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SHORT INTRODUCTION for students

Stabsstelle Arbeitssicherheit und Umweltschutz / Occupational Safety and Environment Protection Unit

Fire safety code of practice part A  (Brandschutzordnung Teil A)
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SHORT INTRODUCTION for students

Automated External Defibrillators AED – for laypersons

Stabsstelle Arbeitssicherheit und Umweltschutz / Occupational Safety and Environment Protection Unit 

On Campus: Phone number 
0234-32-23333
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In case of house alarm / fire alarm
>>> Keep calm and keep an overview!

▪ If the alarm bell or voice alarm sounds, all persons must leave the building immediately. 

▪ Warn people who may have overheard the alarm. 

▪ If there is no immediate danger, stop or switch off running machines, appliances, gas, compressed 
air, laboratory electricity and water. 

▪ When leaving the rooms, doors and windows must be closed, but not locked.

▪ Take your personal belongings with you, such as ID cards, clothing, bags and keys, provided they 
are in the immediate vicinity.

▪ Leave the building via the signposted escape routes. Do not use elevators! 

▪ Help people with disabilities. Notify the emergency services if people 
are unable to leave the building on their own.

▪ Go to the assembly point indicated for your building and

▪ Follow the instructions of the emergency services.

▪ There are special evacuation concepts for some buildings.

SHORT INTRODUCTION for students

Stabsstelle Arbeitssicherheit und Umweltschutz / Occupational Safety and Environment Protection Unit
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Assembly points at the RUB

Stabsstelle Arbeitssicherheit und Umweltschutz / Occupational Safety and Environment Protection Unit

SHORT INTRODUCTION for students
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Assembly points at the RUB

Stabsstelle Arbeitssicherheit und Umweltschutz / Occupational Safety and 

Environment Protection Unit

The assembly points are marked with this 
sign:

Make sure in advance that you know where 
your assembly point is located!

SHORT INTRODUCTION for students

Gebäude Sammelplatz
BOTA Betriebshof, Gewächshäuser Parkplatz Betriebshof

FNO Gegenüber vom Hauptausgang an der Straßenseite zum HZO

GA-Nord, GB-Nord, GC-Nord, QFW Freigelände nördlich der G-Reihe Ebene 02

GA-Süd, GB-Süd, GC-Süd Freigelände vor GB, Frauenparkplatz

GD- Nord, GD Süd
Freigelände vor GD und an der Umfahrung auf der Westseite des 

Gebäudes

HZO, AudiMax, Kunstsammlung UB Freifläche am Infostand Forum Ebene 0

IAN, IA-Nord, SSC Fußweg vor IAN

IA-Süd Gegenüber Eingang IA-Süd

IBN, IB-Nord, ZGH Fußweg vor IAN/ IBN

IB-Süd Gegenüber Eingang IB-Süd

ICN, IC-Nord Freifläche südlich Eingang ICN

IC-Süd Gegenüber Eingang IC-Süd, Straßenebene

ID Freifläche Kreuzungsbereich I-Südstraße/ Oststraße

IDN Freifläche Parkplatz südöstlich des Gebäudes, Tor 1 ICN

MA-Nord, ZKF Freifläche neben ZKF, Fußweg zum Tierstall, Treppe Forum

MA-Süd, QFW Freigelände gegenüber Eingang MA-Süd

MB Parkplatz zwischen MB und MC

MC Parkplatz westlich von MC

Mensa, CASPO, NSCA Südliche Freifläche Parkplatz CASPO

MZ, SH, UB, UV Ebene 0 Haupteingang UV, Bereich Infostand vor Behindertenaufzug

NA-Nord, NB-Nord, HZO Neben Eingang HZO, N-Nordstraße

NA-Süd, NB-Süd Südliche Freifläche Parkplatz CASPO

NC-Nord, ND-Nord Freifläche nördlich N-Nordstraße zwischen NC-ND

NC-Süd, ND-Süd, NI/ NT Freifläche südlich Eingang ND-Süd, Schranke NI/ NT

Prodi, Sportwissenschaft Parkplatz zwischen Prodi u. Sportwissenschaft

UFO Querenburger Höhe, gegenüber der Kita/ Treppe Uni-Straße

UniKids Parkplatz CASPO

Zemos Freifläche nördlich der N-Nordstraße Ecke Oststraße
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Escape Routes: Lecture halls and seminar rooms

SHORT INTRODUCTION for students

Stabsstelle Arbeitssicherheit und Umweltschutz / Occupational Safety and Environment Protection Unit

• Stairs in lecture halls must be kept free at 
all times, do not put bags etc. down 
there.

• do not add additional chairs to seminar 
rooms and lecture halls

• all doors of lecture halls and seminar 
rooms must be kept free at all times

• Please listen to the instructions of your 
lecturers, this is important for your own 
safety!
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Stabsstelle Arbeitssicherheit und Umweltschutz / Occupational Safety and Environment Protection Unit

 

SHORT INTRODUCTION for students

Should there be a major emergency at the RUB, information would 
be provided via the website https://notfall.ruhr-uni-
bochum.de/en/

This website also contains weblinks to further information for 
dealing with emergencies at RUB

Website for dealing with emergencies at the RUB

https://notfall.ruhr-uni-bochum.de/en/
https://notfall.ruhr-uni-bochum.de/en/
https://notfall.ruhr-uni-bochum.de/en/
https://notfall.ruhr-uni-bochum.de/en/
https://notfall.ruhr-uni-bochum.de/en/
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Stabsstelle Arbeitssicherheit und Umweltschutz / Occupational Safety and Environment Protection Unit

Pregnant students at the Ruhr-Universität Bochum

SHORT INTRODUCTION for students

• The „Mutterschutzgesetz“ (law for the 
protection of expectant and nursing 
mothers) applies to pregnant students

• Therefore obligations to report, 
retention periods and the duty to 
evaluate possible hazards do apply for 
pregnant students

• Pregnant students are asked to report 
the pregnancy using the RUB website 
of the student services (see below). 
Supervisors should also be informed!

• Additional information is available on 
this website: https://www.ruhr-uni-
bochum.de/studierendensekretariat/. 

https://www.ruhr-uni-bochum.de/studierendensekretariat/
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https://www.ruhr-uni-bochum.de/studierendensekretariat/


48

Stabsstelle Arbeitssicherheit und Umweltschutz / Occupational Safety and Environment Protection Unit

Statutory accident insurance when studying at RUB

SHORT INTRODUCTION for students

• In case of an accident at a RUB 
location, employees and students are 
insured by “Unfallkasse NRW“

• Accidents while commuting to and 
from RUB are covered as well

• Students should report all accidents 
to: Akafö, E-Mail: Unfallanzeige-RUB-

Studierende@akafoe.de 

mailto:Unfallanzeige-RUB-Studierende@akafoe.de
mailto:Unfallanzeige-RUB-Studierende@akafoe.de
mailto:Unfallanzeige-RUB-Studierende@akafoe.de
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